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on which you have niade ſome. ſevere animad- 
verſions, (how juſtly, we ſhall fee, as we paſs 
on, ) I have read more than once; and can- 


not ſay, but I approve of the time, at which 
that production appeared, as well as the manner, 
in which, generally ſpeaking, it is, drawn up. 


It appears to me to have been the intention of 
the Writer, firſt, to expoſe to the people the 


weakneſs of the Diſſentersꝰ principal objections 
to conformity; and, ſecondly, to put them upon 


their guard, at this eventful criſis, againſt any 
WEE: & politi- 


1 


e defigns, they may be deſirous, 3 


from their own private ue from the 
 Interpoſition of foreign agents, o . 
under the cloak of religion. N 1 45 0 
The firſt thing, which ſtrikes my hits in 
| confidering your Apology, which, as a compo=. - 


ſition, is written with great {kill and judgment, 


is the length of time, which has elapſed, ſince 


the beginning of the controverſy, before its 
publication. Two months and upwards, is a 
long period for a man, who has pretenſions to. 


5 


— 


ability, a reputed leader and a principal alſo 


of any particular ſect of Diſſenters, to be em- 
ployed i in producing a pamphlet of fifty pages 
in its defence. But, as I mean not to reproach 


you for any temporary ſtagnation of ideas, or to 


carp at trifles, I will confine my obſervations to 


* 


the nature of your Apology and the juſtneſs of 


your animadverfions: for, ſurely, after you have 
taken ſo much time, in examining authorities, 
and drawing up the materials, one might rea- 
ſonably expect, at leaſt, correctneſs and truth. 


At the beginning of your Preface, by way of 


5 apologiſing for the great ** notice you have 
taken of an Anonymous pamphlet,” you defire, 
it mer be ** conſidered, "_ the things, which 

have 


3 


133 


hits. been fa broadly ſpoken by its Author, will : : f 


probably be e by more able, and even 
excellent men. But let me aſk you; if men, 
who excel others, will inſinuate ſach things, as 


are broadly ſpoken by the gentleman alluded to, 


will not their inſinuation prove the conviction 
of their minds, as to the truth of what they 


inſinuate; and is it not, therefore, a complete 5 
juſtification of the broad language of the Ap- 


peal? Will it not prove, at the ſame time, which 


you certainly did not intend, the inferiority: of | 5 IJ | 


excellent men to the Author of the Appeal, in Y 
a degree, proportionate to the ſuperiour value 
of ingenuouſneſs and candour over diſguiſe and 


diſſimulation? But, that excellent men ſhould be 


deemed capable of dark  infinuation, and oblique 


calumny, is not very intelligible in point of ſenſe. 
Should they be ** unacquainted alſo with the 
proceedings and motives of village preachers,” 
excellent men will not infinuate a charge againſt 


the patriotiſm of. their proceedings, or the pu- | 


rity of their motives. Your ideas on this ſub- 
| je&, Sir, I muſt ay, appear a little confuſed. 

With the controverſy between the church 

of England and the Diſſenters, though ſo much 

—_ upon by the Appellant,” you ſay, your 
| SS 05-5 inclina- 


-—- * 


dhlination led you mot to | meddle;” for this - 
good reaſon, I bumbly preſume, becauſe the 
arguments, brought by this Appellant, whom 
you affect not much to value, as an adverſary, 
appeared to you irrefutable. As you have made 
only a ſmall part of the Appeal ſo much the 
ſubje& of your animadverſion, as to occupy a _ 
place in almoſt every page, you cannot have ſo 
humble an opinion of your Antagoniſt, as you 
would wiſh us. to believe. Nor does it ap- 
pear, that he knows very little of the grounds | 
and reaſons of your diſſent.” For, the grounds 
and reaſons, againſt which he has brought argu- 
| ments, are ſtated by him, (p. 1.) as “the prin- 
cipal objections, uſually alleged. In regard to 
the grounds and reaſons of your particular diſ- 
' ſent, you refer your Reader to authors on your 
own fide only. Your deficiency I will ſupply, 
by referring to authors on the other fide alſo: - 
for, audi alteram partem, is a received. axiom in 
law.* But ſhould you and your friends have 


® See, Three Letters to a Geadewian, diſſenting from the church 
of England, by John White, B. D.— Alſo, The Biſhop of Worceſ- 
ter's Vindication of the Government, Doctrine, and Worſhip of 
the Church of England.—Alſo, A Letter to the Proteſtant diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters, who lately r parliament for further re- 
lief, 1772. F 85 | | 
BO; | 8 "a 


. 5 by | | 
other OR and dus of your differnt, than 


8 thoſe, contained in Towgood's Letters, let us r 
know, what they are; and, I doubt not, ſhould = 


your minds be open to conviction, and you ſin- 
cere and true men, but you will ſoon be ſatisfied | 


2 their inſufficieney to juſtify a ſeparation. 


The Author of the Appeal, you have ſaid, 
60 frequently makes contempt and abuſe ſapply 5 
the place of argument.“ But what language 5 


ſhall we apply to the Author of the Apology, 


| who, a little farther on, ſays; “ the perſons, _ 


{ who uſe modes of worſhip, moft approved among 
all denominations, are little better than na- 


chines?” Is this charity? Is this that language 
of brotherly love, which you recommend? Or, 
is it not the ſame ſpecies of abuſe and calumny, 
which you pretend to reprobate in your oppo- 
nent? And yet you ſay in the next ſentence, 


I have endeavoured to watch and pray againſt _ 


. ., frat" 
« Pain would you ide yourſelf 65 3090 


an improper ſpirit! I am ſorry, Sir, your 


watchings and POE e e ſuch bad 8 | 


that the Author of the Appeal is not one of the _ _ 
Proteſtant Clergy, in the church of England: 
| becauſe, OY? the purity of your inten- 
tions, 


FE TÞ 


tions, he OY / give) his opinion FER from the 
paſt and preſent conduct of your: biechrey, that 
your * real object is not religious, 


cal; and that this object leads you to alienate 


the attachment of the people to the eſtabliſhed 


but politi- 


church, as the ground- work and foundation of 


ſome ſecret deſign in the field of politics.“ 
This you have called © a ſcheme juſt hatched, 
and ſufficiently diabolical and hypocritical to 
have diſgraced the ancient Jeſuits.” But, let 
us examine, how far hiſtory will juſtify theſe 
ſevere animadverſions; and whether a ſimilar 
ſcheme and ſimilar conduct were not hatched | 
and adopted by your Puritanicat anceſtors. 


The Hiſtory of England, abridged by Gold. 
ſmith from the works chiefly of Rapin, Carte, 


Smollett, and Hume, has been referred 'to by 


your opponent, on account of its admitted ſtrict - 


impartiality. You have juſtly obſerved, (p. 26.) 
« it was the faſhion and ſpirit of the times, for 
forty years after the death of Charles I., for the 


different parties to draw each other's characters, 


with all the extravagance of line and colouring, 
which prejudice and the force of paſſion could, 
with any appearance of probability, mingle to- 
gether and lay on. To Goldſmith, therefore, 


as 


4 5 1 


as to a man, who lived more, POR one "dl N 
years, after the tranſactions of that period, and 


deſtitute of ** prejudice and paſſion,” let us refer 


this, and every other point at iſſue between us, 
reſpecting the truth of hiſtorical facts. To this 
propoſal, if an honeſt man, as, I 88 you are, 
| you will moſt readily accede. 
_ Goldſmith's Reign of Charles I. I 18 lately 
read, and read attentively, and do therefore deny, 
that © this ſcheme was fit hatched” by the 
Author of the Appeal. That hiſtorian vrrites; 
The Puritans in Scotland were republicans in 
principle, as well as thoſe in England: and they 


only wiſhed to ſee the Biſhops firſt humbled, in 


order to make a more ſucceſiful attack upon un- 
guarded monarchy. The republican party in the 
preſent parliament reſolved to deſtroy monarchy; | 
and began their operations by a reſolution to at- 
tack epiſcopacy, which was one of the ſtrongeſt 
bulwarks of the royal power.” All your af- 
feed concern, therefore, for the honour of 
the Proteſtant Clergy,” and your coarſe obſerva= 
tions upon this paſlage are entirely thrown away, 
and very much impair your credit, as an Author. 


„ Vol. ii. p. 368, 384, 383. 


Whether 


(91 


Whether you were really ignorant of this cir- 5 


cumſtance, or only pretended ignorance, is 


_ equally cenſurable.— Having detected the falſe- 
neſs of your animad verſions on this paſſage, 1 


will leave you to make your reflections upon it. 


Vour Adverſary.recommends to ignorant peo— 


ple © implicitly to rely on thoſe miniſters, 


who are legally eſtabliſhed: to inſtruct them. 
lmplicitly, you. have marked in Italics; in or- 

| der to prove, that it is “' ſtrongly ſcented with 

Popery. by : Suppoſe. a man, who is ignorant of 

the nature of medicine, attacked hy a violent 


diſorder; or another, involved in a law ſuit, 
and wanting the advice of council; would they 

not act the part of madmen, where a phyſician 
is called in, or a lawyer conſulted, not to rely 


implicitiy on their directions and advice? How | 
much more ſo, when the diſorder affects, not 
the corporal, but the ſpiritual part of man! 


Thoſe, who have been educated in any parti- 


cular branch of ſcience, are juſtly ſuppoſed moſt ' 


cc. 2petent to. adviſe. To whom, therefore, 
ould the ignorant and unenlightened apply 
for ſpiritual direction, but to thoſe, whoſe bu- 
ſineſs and inclination it is, to inſtruct them; 
and who have, like phyſicians and lawyers in 

our 


"of . 


8 


if 9-4. 


_ expreſs. purpoſe ?. Is not | the. gentleman A > 
therefore, in adviſing thoſe people, who. 


- rely on thoſe miniſters, ©* who are legally eſta- 


bliſhed to inſtru them? I will leave this - 
queſtion fo the deciſion, not of you, but of the 
impartial world; and alſo, whether it fan g 


at all of the nature of Pepery⸗ ? 


animadverſion, ſtates, that the very dregs of 
the people, you have ſhewn yourſelves anxious 


unprincipled : thoughtleſs in the common con- 
cerns of life, and without any fixed opinion.“ 
Such men, as theſe, it muſt be admitted, 
would prove, as your Opponent ſays, in caſe'of 
a political convulſion, or of political deſigns; 


to have miſunderſtood, or to have miſrepre- 
ſented 


7 


our rel concerns; been ecard Gi 6 


through a deficiency in their education, are in- 
capable of forming a deciſive and correct judg- | 
ment on ſuch important ſubjects, implicitly to 


The next paſſage, which you have ad ; 
from the Appeal, to make the ſubje& of your 


<« pliant and able inſtruments under the direc- 
tion of an ambitious. and deſigning faction.“ 


The meaning of this paſſage you ſeem, either 


and indefatigable to convert: men, poſſeſſed off 
no property, and of underſtandings, weak and 


_ 2 


1 
5 — It appears to me, and muſt, I think, - 

appear the ſame to impartial peo os that mn. 
Author intended to mean, that the dregs f 
the people you were anxious and indefatigable 
not to inſtruct, conſcientiouſiy, in the. way f 
ſal vation, as you affect to receive it; but to 
convert to your own. private way of thinking. 
in oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Church, on _ 
things religious; and that after you have ſe- * 

cured them in your religious perſuaſion, you 

will, at proper time gradually unfold to them \ 
your political tenets, and political plans, alſo; 
(for ſuch he ſeems to think you have, ground- _ 
ing his opinion upon this your preſent conduct, 
and upon the paſt conduct of your anceſtors ;) 
and that ſuch men will then prove ** pliant and 
able inſtruments, under the direction of an am- 
bitious and deſigning faction. * Their ſouls 
are certainly as precious, as thoſe of the rich in 
this world. They are not deſpiſed ;” but con- 
ſidered as proper objects of religious atten- 
tion; and are inſtructed in every pariſh in this 
kingdom, without the intruſion of uninformed 
and pragmatical men, whoſe own the ſheep 
are not, in the knowledge of falyation, and 
8 | | urged 


n Cy: 
urged to flee from the wrath to- | come,” 


(p: 11.) 
Vour W whaw you mention, as din 


* ſent forth, though not miniſters, into ſuch 


places, are, I ſuppoſe, ſome of the «© Tailors, 


ment of theſe people, is not an irreligious em- 


Cabinet- makers, Shoemakers, Coblers, Bakers, 
Black ſmiths, &c.” Theſe men, you affirm, 
(p. 14.) © have been founired with the knows - 
ledge and power of religion.” By your intro» 


ducing the words, fevoured with the power of 


religion,” we are led to imagine, that you 


meant, they are favoured with the gift, either 


ol inſpiration, or of performing miracles, or of 
both. This equivocal ſentence, therefore, I 
think, it becomes you to clear up and explain.. 
What you have repreſented, as the employ- 


ployment, if your ſtatement be correct: nor is 


it in itſelf « very formidable.” But having 


only your zþ/e dixit for the truth of it, and hav- 


ing already detected you in one manifeſt error, 


and as I ſhall, very ſoon, detect you in e 
we have reaſon to entertain doubts. | | 
Where regular and profeſſional men ate 
wanting and negligent, you have endeavoured, 
WON: (p. 1 3. 14. ) to enforce the pro- 
priety b 


of i Sn 
priety of employing occaſional practitioners, 
- or; in other words, (ſtill preſerving the beauty 
of the figure,) empiricks in medicine; who | 
underſtand,” as well as can be underſtood b 
© illiterate © Tailors, Cabinet-makers, Shoemakers, - 
 Coblers, Bakers, and Blackſmiths,” the diſ- 
eaſe and cure of human nature.“ But where 
"regular and profeſſional men are not wanting, 
or are not negligent, I aſk you, in the name of 
common ſenſe, would you defire to employ 
_ thoſe, whom you finely term, /** occaſional prae- 
titioners ?” Who knows not, that giacks kill 
more, than they cure? All your arguments, in 
favour of village preaching, do therefore, ac- 
_ cording to your own alleged principles, imme- 
diately fall to the ground, where the national 
_ Clergy reſide in their reſpective pariſhes; or are 
not negligent in their profeſſional employment, 
| Your hypothetical propoſitions, 7 I have 
found a medicine, if T ſee others ſick, A there 
be no ſuitable help at hand, no ſkilful doctor 
in the village,” have no force, where there is 
ſuitable help at hand; where there iu a: ſkilful 
doctor in the village. In theſe. caſes, which 
you call, “ordinary caſes,” you admit, 70 
* have nothing to plead in favour of an unedu- 
5 cated 


| 1 13 45 . 
ws irregular mini- It is in ee : 


nary caſes only, therefore, we have your own. - 25 


words for ſaying, you are an advocate for it. 
Here you contradict yourſelf; by admitting. 
that the Clergy are neither wanting, nor negli- 
gent in their duty, but on extraordinary occaſi- 
ons. For, you have before told us, (p. 10.) 
that conſideration beheld multitudes in our 
neighbouring villages and foreſts, who were far 
from any means of inſtruction; living without 
"Chriſt, without hope, without God in the 
world.” You have admitted the attention of 
the: eſtabliſhed Clergy to their official duties, 
extraordinary caſes excepted, and yet are an apo- 
logiſt for village preaching in general 
But is it, #ruly and in fact, as you, (p. 31.) 
and your coadjutor, Mr, Clift,* have poſitively 
averred, on the honour of your ſacred profeſ- 
| fion, that your. “ village teachers go, for the 
moſt part, into places, where there are no pa- 


' riſh- churches, or where the ſervices are /e/dom ' 


performed, or at uncertain hours, which the pa- 
riſhioners are not appriſed of, or in the moſs 


See Clift's Incidental Letter to the . of Saliſbury, aug 
1798, p. 4. , | 


curſory 


OE. : 
1” ay "is haſty manner; and hin vou 1 


have never interfered, wherever. a zealous mi- _ 


nter has been found?” I am ſorry to impeach *- 
the truth of your declarations. But I feel my= _ 
ſelf obliged to aſk, if it be not generally known 8 
to the whole kingdom, and notorious to the 
whole neighbourhood of Saliſbury, that your 
preachers have endeavoured to eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves, ma: ſeriminately, in every village, which 
would receive them; not conſidering, whether 
its Miniſter were attentive to his duty or not; 
not conſidering, whether there were pariſh 
churches; whether the ſervices were ſeldom 
performed; or at uncertain hours; or in /the 


boldneſs carry them, during the laſt. year only, 
that an itinerant blackſmith in Saliſbury, and 
ſome others, dared week after week, and month 
after month, to intrude themſelves among the 
flock of the Reverend Dean and his Curate; the 
former of whom does, for eight or nine months 
in the year, and the latter does, conftantly reſide 
in the midſt of them. And ſurely; neither you; 
nor Mr. Clift will affirm, that the Dean of 
Saliſbury, is an inattentive miniſter ; or that the 
divine ſervice of his church is /e/dom performed; 
| or 


moſt curfory manner? Nay, fo far did their 


[8-3] 
or at t uncertain bur or in the moſt ads and 
haſty manner. You cannot affirm this; becauſe 
the direct contrary is known to be fact. But 
did I ſay, you cannot affirm this? Vou may, 
Sir, with as much truth and ſtrictneſs af - 
firm this, as affirm the preceding quotation. 
When a man is determined. to juſtify his cauſe, 
right or wrong, he is ſure, in the latter caſe, to 
commit ſome blunder, which betrays the weak= _.. 
neſs of it. Nor will the falſeneſs of his afſer- - 
tions always eſcape detection by their boldneſs. 
Had Mr. Clift only made this unfounded de- 
_ -elaration, it might have been paſſed over with- 
out comment. But when the ſame thing is 
inſiſted upon ſo often, as poſitive fas not only 
by him, but by you alſo, who conſider yourſelf, 
it is aid, the chief of your ſect, in this diſtrict, 
and have undoubtedly” juſt pretenſions to bi- 
lity, it may, were it to remain uncontradicted, 
and the contradiction proved, be believed by * 
ſome people to be true. I am almoſt tempted 
to ſay, which I am not at all deſirous of ſaying, 
hat it betrays a en defi gn on your 
parts to deceive. 
But this is not the only falſe n your 


plauſible —— has attempted to impoſe upon 
the 
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| Rn gain be their -objet 
has indeed aſſerted, that theſe mas. do actually, 
at this moment, receive a ſalary from an aſſo- 


I I call upon him to prove his aſſertion. In aha”: 
mean while, I pledge myſelf - -with the public, 

_ © that it is entirely groundleſs.” I do not pretend 
to be acquainted with the ſources of informa- 
tion, which the Author of the Appeal is tr 
ſeſſed of; but out of your own mouth, and out 


Iwill prove from your own words, that ſuck . 
an aſſertion is not entirely groundleſs; but that 
Jour Poſitive ſtatement muſt be falſ. 


x 
” 


— 


GE RE — 
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- for you ſay, in the ſecond ſentence immediately 
following; (again contradicting yourſelf, ) that 
the village preachers, © who are poor, mean- 


profits, ariſing from the ſale of this Tract, will 


= 


J 


- the Wel Von jag, 40h PREY 18.) 4e PRE, 
t ? The Appellant 


ciation of members, formed for that purpoſe.'— 7 


of the mouth of Mr. Clift, will I convict you. 


That it is not entirely groundleſs, is clears © i 


ing, I ſuppoſe, the journeymen Tailors, Coblers, 
Bakers, and Blackſmiths, “ are allowed their eu- 
| pences, when they leave heme.” But from what 
fund can it ariſe,” you triumphantly exclaim? 
Mr. Clift_ ſhall anſwer you himſelf. © The 


be NO in aid of the COUNTRY FUND, for 
the 


5 on, 7 7 
0 — Clift edi. mes 8 8 
Joch, he klin ſelf has told us in dis Letter; (p. W. 


ſormed, and, more or def, dukten an ace part 
in the workz ever ſihce the yer 1h. Fran 
ht Ges oould ariſe falaries for fifth ten 
from one place oy, is a queſtion, anſwere — 
by yourſelf ian prsbedling ſentence: that * Jime 

| of thdſe, who'igo' ihto the villages, though not 


hiho, and would Turn 1 e; und that thoſe, 
who Are poorer, are only. allywed rie- expentes, 
ben vey leave bone.” It requires! not, there. = 
fore, ume revenue. ' Your allocinted - | 
miniſter, Mr. "Clift; his told in his before- men- 
tidned Letter, Cp. 5, B.) *“ that rde expence is 


„ lving deen uettatdnted wärh dl mot every hn 


| fich art ropinable, as te chvir curated circus s 


but rifling, in compariſon tv nobat your Lor? 


may ſuppoſe ;” und that what additiondl e- 
pence is incurred, dur more W ebene 


willingly covtribure vo Jupply.” (oth 
From theſe extrakts and theſe obforvaticm U 


have clearly proved, that” the aſſertion, quotel 3 
+ See the Adveniſement of Cle, Incidental Lattns ad the. 


Biſhop df Sarum, inſerted by his own en in the Saliſbiry - 
Wen mod * 
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though you have had the ralhneſs to pladge 
Pan to the public, that it 5s entirely ground- 
leſs. We may, from this inſtance of your veta- 
city, form ſome opinion, how: far, your) other 


With the preciſe number of DE who 
* Saliſbury every Sabbath, it appears to me, 
that the Author of the Appen is not acquainted. 
For, in one place, (p. Ty.) he ſtates it to be 
between fifty and fixty; and, in another, (p. 40. 
he confines it to fifty; not pledging either the 
learned Biſhop's, or his own authority for the 
truth of it, but reſting the whole on Information 
Be only. However it fignifies very little, obat the 
a preciſe number is; whether it be one or two 
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lieve, that it is accurately known even to yourſelf, 


— * 
— — (+ 
- 


For (p. 45.) you admit the poſſibility, that 
* wretches may ariſe ſo depraved, as to — 


more, or one or two leſs; than fifty. Nor do I be- 95 


though you fay, it * may be ſo eaſily. diſproved. 


ben the Pen is nor 1 e | 


Arenen are to be credited. hos e, 


— 


* 
7 , 


the itinerant character. If it may be ſo eafily 
diſproved, why did not you diſptove it, and tel! 
us preciſely, but candidly and truly, what the 
number is. It is certain and indiſputable, that 
a "uy! "ou number of the deſert ption, con- 
12 | | tained 4 


5 1 einn an the 3 lad of, « Tailor, 
| Cabinet-makers, Shoemakers; Cablers, Baker. 


and Blackſmiths,” does actually, on a Sabbath, 


ball borch under, .I,preſame, your direction; 
| and-many of them 85 only RY 
1 Seit poekets. M22 55 $3415 le hay - 


your Adyerſary's-opinion, that your real object is 
vob religious, but political, &. &crs and then 
deſcant on it with much warmth... But, furely, 
Fou are not ſuch an enemy to. the: liberty, of - 
| mankind, as to deny the exiſtence of the natural 
right of forming an opinion. The reaſons, 
upon which he; grounds his opinion, the Author 


©: You introduce, agar ) for the Grand 6 25 


has given in an open manner, in the following | 


words: (p- 32.) Such conduct, adapted under 


be exiting circumſtances, and compared with their 


| tory,. inſinuates into my mind the opinion, Kc. 5 
On the juſtneſs of of his opinion he has left to the 


: = world, to decide, 1 have not been able to dif- 8 
_  Coyer, that he wiſhes, to erect his opinion, as 
9 infallible. At the, ſame. time, permit me to 


fay, that every man, who has read his reaſons, 
his quoted authority, and will read the reaſons 
ag WOO To ieh 1 will ſoon Produces, and 


* 


conduct in former periods of the Engliſh hic 5 5 | 


TY 


5 1 1 . 
ef many of the Diſſenters, will 
Him' for having formed fach un opinion RX 

think, that His caution exhortation 'is alto. 1525 

gether unſenfenable. Such Villains, as he re Wo 

preſents, enemies to-our happy conftitution, t. 


0 be found; * and chough you with (p. 20.) to 


© Krippedl" naked -466;)\expoſe] to che änſultiag 


- the perfon holds, even now, a confpicuous ſta- 


dee them **ſivipped of Weir odions veil, [und 


| crowd, and pubiithed” with 555 Rripes,” yet 1 
much doubt, that he will deem it prudent to 
| gratify your with. | One would not in tharity | . 

ſuppoſe from your warnth, that you felt un- 
_ Fious'of . ſome deep political defign; becauſe | 

pon have mentioned the ſeverity of the ip, 
_ which the Author of the Appeal is capable ß 

inflicting.” T have ſaid, quoting your words, 
that ſuch villains are to be found: one inſtance 
of which 1 will give; andl give it upon the au- 
thority'of many reſpectable people, neighbours | 
of the perſon accufed. I will give it, becauſe 


_ tion amongſt Diffenters, is a Miniſter, an Au- 

| thor, and a Mafter of ATHS too, Sir, as well as 

_ yourſelf. But were I even an Anonymous 
| nccuſer,” it does not Follow, that 1 am, on this 


account, 


1285 8 a Wy 
Sause, wot. te., be belag, ch 2 


crowd. The perſon. alluded to, is. the Rex. 

ITA. M. Who, bay for a. Hm 
of years. refided,, and been a diſſoating Miniftes, 6 

ina populous: town, in, the county: off Somerſets = 


Veiting his name in full language 


mankind, to conyert- them to his o political ö 


 Glhgads, IL. cannot RD him moro, than 1 1 
bis conduct has expoſed: him ! to the inſulting an 


Every one will ſeg; tlie Mfopritty- of my net  ' 
| v The fac a Ns 
bis. parſonab cxertions among the lowar · laſs of 


way of think ing, hoſtile, as it avawedlyr is t 


eur preſont conſtitution, ie, knen in that 
naighlourheod; by hundreds: many of whom 
were preſent: at a Ven ſavere reproof, he non 

long ago teceived, om this; gocounty. fn tha = 

conſtituted magiſtrates of that ton. 


- Thepears - 


ſonal, con ſequence to himfclt., of; this -gondut 5 


was ;; by the loyal! part of hie IWC U n 
he: was univerſally, 8 but by his dife 
fonting brethren. no 1eſs-cordially negeiyod. 

| Brom, the ohjections . Which: your: prolapti- 
alk mite (from p. 2g/ta-48s) Ait Wb 


Uhle tone,” ons wonld ſappeſ, ee 
r 66 


W 


the N ge te tine C 
douls of men, and to inſtruct them in 
5 alte or, if there are ten, ordained rer nie 5 
3 purpoſe, with ſuitable provifion, that they are 
7. without diſtinction, as it reh be 
(p. 34.) the very reverſe of what they ought to 
$5 17 $3 ile they are all“ profane, and lewd; and 
vVvVuain, and gay; chat they drink with the drunken! 
wear with the profane, or encourage ſweating - 
bor ſneering at godljneſs' by their Corwen 
that they conſume" all their precious time in 
Vain amuſements; that they are negligent” of _ 
their flock, are proud. and haughty, and never 
| converſe with them about their eternal coe 
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cerns.” And, on this preſumption, falſe as it 


: dene is, you rn your 'Apology: for 


Wage Preaching. Ke fo Porte weg 
% The truth of the Seriptares (is proved 
and proved; 1 hope, © in plain language; che 


W poiſon of infidelity i is endeavoured to be checked, 
the pernicious ptineiples/of Palxi are warned 
againſt, by the national Clergy. They: *©ſhow 
the inhabitants the miſery of a fallen ſlate; * 


odiouſneſs and danger of vice, the gulf of eter< 


nal 'deftraQtion; which is before them; and roy 
thein to ger to Him, who only can deliver from 


* the 
” . * 9 0 = _ , 


8 + * — 2 
ieee ebe; 2p. THR TIE not 


intruson of Aliens and Pragmatiſts, to raiſe | : 2 


diviſions, and to create" jealeuſies among the 


flock If you, and your brethren, love thie 
doctrine of the eſtabliſhed Church, as you ſay; 
(b. zo.) it D are ſatisfiod with her diſei - 
pline; if many of you admire, and ſometimes 
adopt, parts of her Liturgy, why; in the name 


| Linen do you ſeparate from her communion; | 
and endeavour: to eſtabliſh a Church within a 


you quietly ſubmit to the rules and ceremonies 
4 that Church, whoſe doctrine you confeſſediy 
love; whoſe'diſcipline you are ſatisfied with; 
and patts of whoſe Litürgy you admire and 


Church? Why are you 10 reſtleſs, and diſeon-- 
tented with your cοdtion ? And, why do not 


adopt? I you : are hot ſueh bigots, as to e 


fine ſalvationnvwithin the circle of 4 veg” 
(p. 53.) you have hardly the candour to admit, 
there is any gopdneſs, but in miniſters of your . | 
o perſuaſion.” They only ſeem, in your eyes, 
(pe g ze) to anſwer Saint Paul's deſeription of a 
Paſtor; (1: Tim. iii, z - << blameleſs;” vigi- 


ups (i. e. able and willing) io teach y not given to. 
wine, no Ariler, 1 nor greed of filthy Jucre, "but 


> fu, 


Jant, ſbber, 9 good behaviour, given 60 beſpitality, taltty, 


1 . 13 „ 

e et W not an . e 
- Wet well his aum Houſes having: bis. chubdiren: in 
-  fubjcthianraith- all granit nat qinevice,. leſbibeing 
: ne e bt eee 
WES 2 eee ob be fll aun neproandy 


2 an Ch ſuare of (he; devs." Bag t Gh ze 


proves: youchave/ the ſame ſubſtantial rea ſbns for = 


In regard to Biſlipp: Jewel — 


Church of England, quoted hy you, (p. 40. 5. 
I baye only to abſerve, that, whenever you can 


| ſeparating. fram out eſtabliſhed' Chah, as ur 
Befermers had, for withdrawing from tbe Roe. . 


man Church, and can prove yourſelves, as vir: 

tuqus and-exemplary, as ** Chriſt and his Apaſt 

Iles, then, and not before, {hall the. Biſhehs 
' Apology, be admitted, ae being in point. Any 
body of men, arraigned at the har of juſtice for 
treaſon, may ſay, as you have dene, in the 
words af Biſhop, Jewel: They roa out in all 
Places, that: we are hereticks; that Wer ate 
wicked men; that we deſpiſe all: good (actions: 


.. that que buſigeſs and-deſign iss the ſubverting 


mobarchies and kingdoms,” &. But it ,doos 
20 eee ee eee of che 


: * 
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nents 5 Gy: 85.) I. hopes I, hae aid 


5 t as SY . 
Wien ee ag the; Clergy af dia efahliſh- 


nathing thraughous, theſe: paste. diſreipeatul 5 
oß thoſen who: falſiß thai miniſtry. I aps 


wittad thus the Clergy of dhe eſtabliſament, dM 
un of them, fuß their minifirye, Bog though — _ 


thy,mapiſters; asd others. both in and ont of the 


dcſtablichment, Whe leng fon the ſalratin = 


es” yet: in ther places you. eenſure the: nan 


kw Es 


von admit: im 0nerplace, thate are manye warn 


9 tional Clergy indiſerigainately : and ĩtãs ugon tho . 
offurned- priveiples.that-they do. et! fulfib has 
__ laga preaching; entirehn geſt. And hene - - 
you admit it aoly-bycunphication, and: v] 


very ill grace for a; few ſentenceg afterwards; 
( 524) vo in0restiy raproach them al with = 
aut: diſeriminatigos fas neglect of duty Nays 
you exen paint out tha preciſe natu of their 


4b. 48.) % leu agsinſti the. U 
bad af the Clergy, and the whole ohureb.. bes | 
cauſe of the-faults-of /ormeot - hon faitþloſy: asd | 
ungodly: ſons: an4,e5cn,., When we bave.oppery 
wait let 16.04 want hen 


s 


negled;. forgetting: What yen reeommendeds = © I 


v_ . 


F 
c qa yr mode, 8 


pet perhaps, leave for your great deerfaty % 


encounter; as being better qualified for the un- 
dertaking. But, ſhould he not think fit eo an. 5 
fer your Apology, or ſhould he deem this An- 
fer ſufficient; I deſire to make one obſervation, . 
The Church of Rome we conſider. ed n ifeugd 5 
port of the Catholic Church. We ſeparated 2 


from her communion, beeauſe {he had cor- | 


| fupted the leading principles: of religion; and 
. required © of her members coincidence with 
_ thoſe corruptions. No church 18 4 ound: part 
of the Catholic Church, which maintains the 
doctrines of image worſhip, invocation of ſuints, 
tranſubſtantiation, pardons, indulgences, ſacri- 
ſice of the maſs, merit; ſupererogation; &. &c.; 
becauſe ſuch doctrines plainly contradict i the | 
el Scriptures. On the juftneſs; of : this 

cauſe of our ſeparation; as well as the truth of 
her own doctrines, the Roman Church; doubt- 
leſs, „took upon herſelf to be the infallible 

- judge.” But the Author of che Appeal, to the 

obſervation, (p. 43.) that no man can ine. 
cently withdraw from the Engliſh national 
Church without a juſt eauſe, adds, and adds 
1 what you" have omitted, that n no cat ä 
can 


12 t %% ERIE. 
all na whicll Bab 607, bor Wü 3 
4 vnblution , the unt law?! Hnd to this fen: 
| endes IJ les bot, with what propriety you, Die. 
| fehiters, Caf obfeck. For you cannot e in 
communion, a5 50 i 6ught, with“ the whole 
Ektiſtian” Church, wirkeut agtuak communion - 
with lome part of it. © Your dut) is, therefore} / 
ts aſcertain, whether that part f the Catholics = 
| Church; Wheérein you live, be ſo ſound, ſo con- - "> 
fſtent with" Scoiptare, that” y may lawfully — | 
miintaid communion with it. If it be found = 
and confiſterit you are bound to do ſo, under | 
| the peril of „chin from he Catholie Church 
If it be not found, and not confiſtent With 
Seripture, your ſeparation bal mee 145 
nay, you would fin, were yon not to ſeparates” : 
As you have (p. 27, 28, 23.) made à long 
and eloquent declaration of yourvwuniformvand 
mvariuble attachment to the conſtitution of this 
countty, and accuſed the Author of the Appeal 
of uttering . as groſs a ſibel and as\paipable a 
falſehood, as ever dropped from the pen of an 
enemy, when he ſaid that you habe uni- 
formly diſplayed hoſtility to regal government, 
and that · all the diſtreſeful cireumſtantes and 
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"ti CPR Candi Ee W tor ths 
Diſenters, as their principal and active 
_ tars;” let us ſes, how fas the teſtimony 
iim per tial hiſtorian, quotad in the Appeal, will . 
mppert your accuſation; and, to ahem. the, 
enime of uttering 4. palpable; fallaboods,,” anch 
thing iwaly deftitare of fats,” is mare prov 
per due to the Author of the Appeal, or to 
w That the public. may be able to, des 
eider this quaſtion with juſtice, E will, im a re 
pgulas: manner, produee, firſt, the: wards: of tha 
N _ &ppeal.;; next, YOurr animadverſionß on bn. 5 
e wielty..the'tefhimony ofithe; hiſtorian. 
Who were the principal and ire one, 
vo the robellion, and all the diſtreſsful ir- 
cumſtences ande tragical eyents, Which marked 
ther reign of that unhappy: prince: (Charles I. 335 
in which brother daily: contendgd with brotller. 
and the: arm of the ſon was; uplifted. againſt 
_ theryarent Of c his exiſteuge? Who ſubverted, in 
W- that: conteſt; the firſt principles of the; copſtis .. 
ll " tation, and brought the unfortunate: Charles ta 
. tber blogk:?\ Who, after theſe ſusoeſsful at 
tempts, not on ſcated Cromwoll upon his: v 
dated: throne,; under; the fictitious denomination 
_ of Protector; . a in 


. moveable 


C) * * 
) , 


bub 


a . pen aurhorityd n 
theſe quelitivns the ſame genefed 4nifever muh de. 
given; the Dillenters:" Appen, p. 34.38% .ð 
«Totally deſtitute of Jatts, do ſupport his rh © | 
| lignant invectives, againiſt the Differners, Hes _ 
be“ (che Author of che Appeal) „ Nen ! 
triumph, as if ſure of His prey. He pute 
queſtion after queſtibn, and afivers them him 5 

I, with as ittfaflible à tone, us H nd one dared, 


er enable to Ray a Italie im deſener of le 


| . But kad he been a Hütte deeper real. 
in hütet), than a boy at fchoel, hall he Ben 
diſpoſed to have gone a Hrtle farther in his en- 
quiries into the affair, or had he reaſoned u Ht- 
te cloſtly on it, he might ſoon have fern, hom 
improbable, as well as untrur it 4s, that fo ſinall 
a part of the community thould have been able 
to bring about ſuch mighty changes. As 16. 
the wmhappy civil war, which difttacied and + 
rent the country, for ſo many years, This Was 
 wayed between the King und the ParFampit.- 
But was the Long parliament boos ape Wo; 


Diſſenters ! No (Apology, p. 23.) 

Before I produce the authority of the bind. 
rian, let me ſet you right in a few things, 
which _ ſeem not fully to underſtand. You 

8 ſay; 


: ahh Al it is * fo aal oo 
1 3 community. ſhould; have. been 1 
bring about ſuch mighty changes. DO % 
not know, that a all part of the community, 
When in poſſeſſion of poder, as the Diſſenter: 
then were, are able to, bring about mighty - 
8 5 changes? Or, will you deny, that the Diſſen- 
ters of that perigd, were in poſſeſſion of power? 
That they actually filled all. the, principal, civil, - 

_ eccleſiaſtical; and military offices, I Will. ſoon 
En civil war, you ſay, was waged be- 
tween the King and the Parliament. But was it 
not carried on hy the adberents. of King, and 
the adberents of the Parliament; which included 
the whole nation? Your: manner of eee 
yourſelf ſeems to deny thie.grath, t 
Let us now receive the evidence 4 — Hi. 
torian.—.“ We are apt to impute the diſorders 
of thoſe times rather to civil motives of Gall. 
ing liberty, which, i in reality, made. but. a very. 
Jjubordinate conſideration.” (p- 361.) “ — Since So 
_ times of Elizabeth a, new, religious ſect had been 
gaining ground in England; which, from the 
ee purity of their. manners, were called 
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moſt dangeruus to monarciy: and the tener of it 


Of all other 3 "NA 


2 more icaleulated to ſupport that ĩmagined equa- 2 


lity, which obtains in a ſtate of nature. (pi 3600 
—Fhe;PutiTaAns i in. Scotland were republicans 
In principle, as well as thoſe in England; and 


| theyonly wiſhed to ſee the Biſbeha firſt humbled. 
in order to make a more ſucceſsful attack upen 


unguarded monarchy- (p., 368.) The pulpits, 
delivered over to the Puritanica! preachers, 
whom the Commons, (the Long parliament! 
arbitrarily placed in-a// tbe confiderable-churches, 
reſounded with factim. (p- 378.) The repub- 


lian party in the preſent purliument reſolved to 


deſtroy monarchy; and began their operations by a 
reſolution to attack epyſcopary, which was one of 
the ſtrongeſt bulwarks of the royal power. 
(p. 384, 385.) —Faulkland perceived the deſign 8 
of the parliament, (the Long parliament; ) to over- 
turn the religion and conſtitution of his country. . 
(p. 399.) The Puritans demanded a total aboli- 
tion of the-ep1/copacy and all church ceremonies. | 
The parliament, (the Lang parliament,) was ob- 
ſtinately bent upon removing the order of Biſbops, 
and began with the foremoſt of the number. 
The 2 of; RAVD 2 was followed by a total 
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- inal reſpetts, brought to = conformity ito the 
| Prritaniza/oftablifiinent. . From the inotiient 


ranked under une denominmtion of Prefynerian, = 


mu beg to divide into freſh parties. Onur 


= 1 Ari 1 wall 


part of the Houſe, (the Long parkiument,) π ee 


other, though a minority, of Independents. 
difference between ee eee 


telly worth imettioning, Gid mot heir een 


© thiefly ef the loweſt of the vulgar. 


_ © Wpinions tifluenre 'Yhelr political cundutr. The 
* Endeponident "fect lfpired at the abolivion nut 
_ Uhly of all mum, but: of ell ubordinuvion. 
hey formed 4 mafity in the army, made up 
The Roy - 
Mets endeavoured to throw a +Heule en dus 
unamioiſn, without being ſunſible, how much 
reuſon they had d wpprehend its dunꝑrrous con- 
| ſaquentes.. (p. Abi, 405. Never was a more 
fingulat army uſſemb led 4ban that, Which now = 
drew the fword in the parlinmentary wave, 
The officers exerciſed the office of chaplainsz * 


and, Sally the- intervals of abtion, inftvuRol 
their 


I 12 
FR hoop by Nan prayers; 44 ee 
RNapturous ccſtakes ſupplied the place of ſtud7 

and reflection; and while they kindled, as they _. 

| ſpoke, they aſcribed their own warmth to a 

 deſtent of the ſpirit from Heaven, The private 

ſoldiers employed their vacant hours in prayer, 

in peruſing the Holy Scriptures, in oo 

conferences. When marching to the field of 
battle, the bymn and the ejaculation mixed 
their notes with thoſe of the trumpet : va 
| (p- 407. —— The civil war was now over, and 
te parliament had now no enemy to fear, ex- 
ceept thoſe very troops, by which' they had ex 
tended their overgrown authority. The: divi- 
Hon between the Independents and the Preſy- 
terians became more apparent. The majority | 
in tbe Houſe, (the Long parliament) were of the | = 

. Presbyterian {e&; but the majority of the army : 5 

were ſtaunch Independents. . At the head of this - 

ect was CROMwRLL. (p. 413 J--Theivery | 
ſame conduct, which had formerly been uſed 

with ſucceſs by the parliament againſt their 

ſovereign, was now put in practice by the army 

againſt the parliament. Cromwell began b 
accuſing eleven members of the Houſe, (the 
9 Ny as guilty: of high treaſon, and 
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enemies 0 the army. The members accuſed, = 
= es very men, who had preſeribed ſuch rigorous 


were threatened with popular reſentment. 5 


amy. (p. 416, 416, 417-)-=The, Independent 
one hand, and the Presbyterians in the name of =, 


rately with the King in private. (p. 419. 

As ſoon as the army had gained a complete 
victory over the Houle of Commons, the Inde 
| . pendents began to abate of their expreſſions of 


ſaw no other method of deſtroying military 
power, but to depreſs it by the kingly, But 
all was now too late; for the rebellious army, 


the Houſe, (the Long parliament;) and ſeized - 
in the paſſage forty-exe members of the Precbye 


bers more were excluded: and none were allowed 
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were the leaders of the Precbyterian party; the - 


meaſures to the King, and now, in their turn, 


The citizens of London ſaw an oppreſſive par - 
liament now ſubjectod to a more oppreſſive 


army, at the head of ubom was CROMWELL, on 


either Houſe, on the other hand, treated ſepa - 


duty and reſpect. (p. 420.) The parliament 


(the Independent army,) began to demand ven» 
geance on the King. The next day Colonel 


Pride, at the head of two regiments, blockaded 


terian party. Above a hundred and fixty mem - 


to 


) 


'*: s 1 


to enter, but the moſt furious and 4 NC] 
of the Independents. Nothing now remained: 
2 the conſtitution had been deſtroyed, ang 
the religion of the country had been aboliſhed} = 


but to murder the Ning. (p. 425, 426.) 
During the uſurpation of Cromwell, we finde 
that * the perſons, pitched upon by him for 
_ exercifing the important truſt of a Parliament, 
were the loweſt, meaneſt, and the moſt ignorant 
among the Citizens, and the very dregs of the 
Fanatics. (p. 15.) — This ſhadow of a Parlia- 

ment being diſſolved, the Officers, by their. om 


| authority, declared Cromwell, Protector of the IN 


4 common- wealth of England. (p. 17.) — The 
ſtanding army (the Independent army) was alone 


ſufficient for Cromwell's purpoſ i 
poſſeſſed of that inſtrument, he could mould the 
rel of the conflitution to his pleaſure at any time.” 


e3 for, while 


(p. 19.)—After the death of Cromwell, the 


Officers being left to themſelves, determined to 
replace the remnant of the Old Parliament; 
Which had beheaded the King. This was cal⸗- 
led the good old cauſe, from their attachment te | 
3 principles. (p. eee eee 
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4mRIANS had long GS nas e. 
© hood, the folly, and the tyranny of their INDEPEN< | 


DENT. coadjutors, that they longed for nothing 8 
ſo ardently, as the King's reſtoration. Theſe, 
therefore, joined to the Royaliſts, formed a de- 
ciſive majority on every conteſt; and without 
noiſe, but with ſteady reſolution, determined to . 
call back the King. (p- 39. When the Act. 


of Uniformity paſſed, after the reſtoration of 
Charles II., above tuo thouſand of the Profoyte- 
rian Clergy relivqhilbed * Cures in one wo 


* 


0b, e n een en,; 
1 thought it neceſſary to be thus copious a 


"may quotations, in order to enable the public 
to form a decifive and correct judgment; that 
they may not be led away, by the boldneſs of 
your aſſertions, to believe, that the Author of 
the Appeal, who is, I preſume, what he has pro- 
feſſed, a Clergyman in the dioceſe of Saliſbury, 


has publiſhed «groſs libels, and palpable falſe- 
Hoods; for it is now pretty clear, to hm theſe 
charges may, with more propriety, and with | 
_ greater ſtrictneſs, be applied; I have probe 


every word, Which that — has aſſerted; 


* See de whole Rig of Chute 1 . Big 
7 and 


4 


Ts 37 3 Fa | 
and more.” 1 W that the Ditenters 58 
were the principal and actibe promoters f 
8 5 unhappy civil war, and all the diftrefsful . 
circumſtances, and tragicalevents, which marked 
the reign of the unfortunate Charles. I have 
proved, that the Diſſenters © ſubverted, in that 
conteſt; the firſt principles of the conſtitution, 
and brought the unhappy King to the block.“ 
I have proved, that, © after theſe ſucceſsful at- 
tempts, they not only ſeated” Cromwell upon 
his vacated throne, undef the fictitious deno- 
mination of Protector, but alſo eſtabliſhed, upon 
an immoveable baſe, his uſurped authority.“ 
And, though you deny the fact, I have proved, 
that the Long Parliament war compoſed of Diſ- 
ſenters; and that the common notion, among 
prejudiced and ignorant people, that the Diſ— 
ſenters have been the authors of former calami- 
ties, is not groundleſs.” (Apology, p. 25, 26.) 
They bave been the authors of former eala- 
mities, and may, for aught I know, though I | 
do not charge them with it, be “ ſtill-plotting 
new ones.” I have proved, that : the whole 
collective body” of Puritans, which was the great 
original ſtock, from which ſprung forth various 
| be of other denominations, « have diſ- 


e : 


Yo played the fame OE. to 0 | govebngninty. 5 | 
that whatever difference of opinion has ariſen | 
among them, on the ſubject of religion, thex 
baue been united in the ſame inveterate hatred, 
againſt regal, as well as epiſcopal government; 
and that, to obtain their political objects, they / 1 
firſt 5 alienated the attachment of the people. 
= = "WW hi eſtabliſhed. church, as the ground at 
=. aud foundation of their-attacks upon unguarded 
_” Monarchy.” Since you have produced (p. 25. 3 
K zealous Churchman'ꝰ to affirm, „ the tra- 
geqdy of the King's death was at the contrivance 
| of the army,” the majority of that army I have 
'  #raved, conſiſted of Independents, What were 
_ the religious and political ſentiments of the 
Independent ſect, during the reign of Charles E. 8 
= > we have been told by the Auron of the Ar- 
A  PÞ2AL, from the ſame authority. What are, in 
4 the preſent day their ſentiments on theſe ſub- 
jets, we would wiſh to hear from -yau, their 
reputed provincial LEADER; ſhould any credit, 7 
after this conviction, be thought due to you. 

I have proved alſo, that the Diſſenters of that 
period no ſooner ſucceeded mY irattacks upon 
te eſtabliſhed Church, than t gan to af. 

aault 5 e: — Tele" Over. 
throw 


Miniſters in London ſigned a proteſt againſt the _ 
murder of their Sovereign, and afterwards fifty- - 
ſeven of them publiſhed a vindication of them 
ſelves from the unjuſt aſperfion,” as you affirm in 
your Apology, (p. 25.) it proves only their “ 


t % 


e Monarchy and “ their eien N 3 
Republican principles were called the-good old. 2 


cauſe.” Nor would the Preſpyterians, it ap- 
pears, at length, have ardently longed for the 


King's reſtoration, had they not been. ſo Sarraſſed 


by the falſebood, the folly, and the tyranny of their 


INDEPENDENT coadjutors,” Well, therefore, 
| might the Author of the Appeal call your 


t hatred againſt regal as well as epiſcopal go- 


vernment, a permanent and fundamental prin- 


ciple. If “ forty- ſeven of your moſt eminent 


perſonal di ſapprobation of that ſanguinary act; 
and that they were accuſed of his murder by 


their fellow - citizens, even at that period. 


You have faid, (p. 17.) “ is it not an invaſion 
of the prerogative of God, who judgeth the 


heart; as well as illiberal in à great degree; to 
attribute to men other motives, than thoſe, 


they profeſs, until, by their outward conduct, 
they are convicted of infincerity?” To the truth 


of * — queſtion. I very readily ſub- 
45 | ſcribe 
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Appeal has (p. 32.) drawn his concluſions, re- 


1 40 1 „ 5 
© Gribe hs certain TER But it is from. 
jour outward conduct, that the Author of the 1 


ſpecting your political views. Vou have lately _ 


diſplayed, he there tells us, and you admit the 
truth of it, uncommon exertion to proſelyte 1} ; 
te inferior members of ſociety”. to your reli- 


gious perſuaſion. A ſimilar line of conduct 


uus purſued by your anceſtors, at the time they 


intended to overthrow the conſtitution. They 
firſt * alienated the attachment of the people to 


the eſtabliſhed Church; and then ſucceſsfully 
attacked unguarded monarchy. It is, 1 repeat 


it, from your conduct, compared with the con- 


| duct of your anceſtors, that the Author of the 
Appeal has inferred your preſent political inten- 


tions. I fincerely hope, his inference may not 


be realized by its execution. But in the mean 


time, it muſt be allowed, that his concluſion 
from the : precedih g premiſes i is logically juſt: and 
his warning, the laudable exerciſe of a vigilant, ' 


a loyal, and a patriotic ſpirit. The eſtabliſhed - 
"Clergy would ſcorn, I will be bold to fay, to 


impute to any ſet of men motives, which their 
conduct does not juſtify. If, in the dead of 
night, 1 Giſcover a notorious robber concealed _ 
in 


Tr 


—— in ie hſair 10 Ghats b his : 9 


defigns are of a plundering nature? Should an 


hoſtile fleet appear off the Britiſh coaſt; and 
prepare to land armed men, would an Engliſh- , 
man be juſtified in not warning his counttymen 

of theit danger, becauſe they have not actual, 


landed? Should a loaded muſket, or a naked 
bayonet; Sir, be pointed at your own breaſt by 


a man, who had before attempted your life; he 
may perhaps ſay, I intend you no hurt; but 


would you believe him? Would not you put 


yourſelf f in a poſture of defence? Vou inquire, 


(p. 29.) “ does not the eſtabliſhed Church ftand 
on too firm a foundation: of laws and flatutes, 


pm and general opinion, for the puny en- 
deavours of our poor Itinerants to overturn 


her?” I will anſwer this queſtion by another. 


Had not the eſtabliſhed: Church the fame foun- - 


dation of /aws and ftatutes, cuſtom and general 


opinion,” in the reign of Charles I., to ſupport 55 


her; and yet that Church, together with the 


Monarchy, was overturned by your INDEPEN- 
- DENT anceſtors. The Royaliſts of that period 
diſregarded and laughed at the Fanatics, with- 


out being then ſenſible of the dangerous. conſe- 


tt ? of their inattention. Very ſeaſonably, 
OR there- 
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vigilant, and ſuſpicious of all your movements; 


both religious and political ;” and to ** ſcruti- 
nige with a prying eye the dark defigns of theſe 
_ inſidious men.” (Apology, p. 43.) We can 
judge what they are, and what they would be, 
bad they the upper hand, from what they have 
been. You have endeavoured to make us be- 
live, by your apparent candour, your poſitive 
_ aſſertions, your plauſible ſtatement! of motives, 
and ſophiſtical arguments, that your anceſtors 
were innocent of the blood of their Sovereign; 
were lmb-like, harmleſs, fincere,* conſcien- 
: tious, pious men; actuated by no other motive, 
than of doing good to their fellow-citizens 


FS therefore, are the led to eee 
at this critical juncture, to be circumſpect, 


and that their deſcendants, in general, are the | 


ſame innocent innoxious creatures. But, hav- | 
ing proved the falſeneſs of your ſtatements in 
one caſe, whether ignorantly, or deſignedly, is | 
| beſt known to yourſelf, we may reaſonably ſuſ- 


pect the truth of them in the other ; PRE. 
larly as they reſt on your bare word. 


Having 8 no intention of * addrefling you 


. 0. Bar graft rg x hen a a gs 


in mis public- manner, I will now * 
leave. Suſpicious. of what you may do, from 
what you beve done, the Author of the Appeal 
has performed, in my opinion, no more than 
his duty, as a loyal ſubject, in warning his 
countrymen, at this eventful period, againſt 
any political deſigus, you may be induced to 
form, in conſequence of your late ; numerous 
increaſe.” Though you have (p. 27, 28.) been 
very profuſe in your declarations of attachment 


to our conſtitution, and the Royal family, and 


I wiſh not to impeach your perſonal loyalty, as 
an individual; yet, I think, it becomes me, as a 
friend to my country, to obſerve, that equally 


profuſe, i in their declarations of attachment, were 


your Puritanical anceſtors, in the reign of the 
unfortunate Charles; even at the time, they 
were plotting his deſtruction. No wonder then, 
that the Author of the Appeal ſhould ſay, 
(p- 34.) that your political deſigns it bas been 
your adopted practice to conceal under the veil 
of hypocriſy. But, as you may have the pre- 
ſumption to deny this alſo, and I have no deſire to 
continue a correſpondence with you, I will prove - 
what I have faid, and the proof of it ſhall cloſe 
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ſtrokes, i in the Puritanical character 
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